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Display Until December 3, 2018
Consort’s Mat Sanders and  

Brandon Quattrone channel  
Cali cool in their L.A. loft.

PLUS

THE CLOSET MAKEOVER  
OF A FASHION INSIDER

            THE 

  STYLE
         ISSUE

DESIGNS  
THAT POP

STATEMENT  
COLORS

PLAYFUL  
NEW PRINTS



01 Vase by Raawii $97 store.moma.org 02 Dolce Bra and High-Rise Briefs in Rose Gold $205–$265 thegreateros.com  
03 Clover Pendant Lamp $750 supergoodthing.com 04 Fleshpot Eye & Cheek Gloss by Flesh Beauty $20 ulta.com 05 Silk Scarf hermes.com  

06 Soft Chair $490 daniel-emma.com 07 Red Clay Serving Platter $120 stfrank.com

08 Verner Panton by Ida Engholm and Anders Michelsen $95 barnesandnoble.com 09 Luxe Faux Fur Zip-Up Track Jacket $395 tibi.com  

10 Candelabra atelierkajadahl.com 11 Sculptural Armchair in Velvet by Vladimir Kagan for Loro Piana forsythart.com  
12 Hide Pedestal $349 us.hem.com 13 Vernis Glow Addict Nail Lacquer in Hot $28 dior.com 14 Slalom Earrings $126 rachelcomey.com

FALL  
COLORS

The ultimate autumn 
palette starts with these 

statement shades.

M A R K E T  B Y  L I LY  S U L L I VA N
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ORANGE  
CRUSH

B R I G H T  A N D  B O L D ,  T H I N K  O F  

T H I S  Z E S T Y  H U E  A S  T H E  C O O L  

C O U S I N  T O  C L A S S I C  R E D . 
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01 Glow Pendant Lamp pelledesigns.com 02 Pannier Bag $3,150 marni.com 03 Joan Dress by Ulla Johnson $585 modaoperandi.com  
04 Wiggle Vase by Max Lamb $475 mattermatters.com 05 Fat Cat Pillow $80 aelfie.com 06 Pavilion Carpet $2,926 normann-copenhagen.com  

07 Pilastro Stool by Ettore Sottsass for Kartell $400 hivemodern.com 08 Collection 01 Chair $490 studio-sayso.com

09 Purify Ritual Incense $28 and Calm Ritual Spray $22 bodha.com 10 Pendant Lamps amandakarsberg.com  
11 Lavender Violet Chocolate Bar $10 compartes.com 12 Watercolor Gingham Wallpaper spoonflower.com  

13 All-Purpose Spray Bottle sophieloujacobsen.com 14 Kid Napkins $28 for 4 heathertaylorhome.com

LILAC 
DREAMS
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G R A P H I C  P R I N T S ,  U N E X P E C T E D  

M AT E R I A L S ,  A N D  S C U L P T U R A L  F O R M S  

G I V E  L AV E N D E R  A  N E W  E D G E .
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01 Snake Screen graindesign.com 02 Art by Christina Zimpel christina-zimpel.squarespace.com  

03 Celeste Mid-Heel Knot Slides $350 loefflerrandall.com 04 Squares Bleu Smalt Fabric by Hermès homefabricshermes.dedar.com  
05 Medium Tube Weave Tote $275 trussnyc.com 06 Sanora Coffee Table by Ben Barber thefutureperfect.com  

07 Bold High-Gloss Nail Lacquer in Iconic Ottanio by Gucci $30 saksfifthavenue.com 08 Half-Zip Wallet by Comme des Garçons $155 barneys.com

09 Giove Fabric by Charlap Hyman & Herrero fschumacher.com 10 Utility Pocket Mirror $20 supergoodthing.com  

11 Bell Table Light $675 tomdixon.net 12 Echo Indigo Rug by Oyyo aplusrstore.com 13 Menil Cocktail Ottoman highlandhousefurniture.com  
14 Murano Glass Carafe $810 ladoublej.com 15 Ceramic Mug by The Wing x Hea $45 the-wing.com
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BLUE
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T H E  Q U I N T E S S E N T I A L  C O L O R  L O O K S  

F R E S H  I N  V I V I D  A Q U A M A R I N E  A N D 

Y V E S  K L E I N – A P P R O V E D  A C C E N T S .
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01 Dream Mirror fernandomastrangelo.com 02 Empress of Fashion Perfume $250 dianavreeland.com 03 Minerva Wallpaper newhatprojects.com  
04 Moreau Bucket Bag by Staud $375 store.moma.org 05 Morrocan Vase by Hay Design $45 store.moma.org 06 King George III Settee  

by Stately Homes bakerfurniture.com 07 Lunar Sconce $635 yielddesign.co 08 Loulou Sunglasses by Saint Laurent $420 matchesfashion.com

09 Nouvelles Vagues Fabric dedar.com 10 Highliner Gel Eye Crayon in Glam Jam $25 marcjacobsbeauty.com  
11 Ishta Eyeshadow narscosmetics.com 12 Mattie Hat $260 janessaleone.com 13 Morototó Chair sergiojmatos.com 14 Set No. 5 Table  

musing-selles.com 15 Oversize Classic Jacket $365 and W4 Shelter Wide-Leg Cropped Pants $225 3x1denim.com
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FINE 
WINE

F R O M  A  B U R G U N DY  D E N I M  S E T  T O  A 

M A R O O N  C AT- E Y E ,  S AY  H E L L O  T O  T H E 

S E A S O N ’ S  M O O DY  N E U T R A L .
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P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  S E T H  S M O O T

S T Y L I N G  B Y  K E N D R A  S M O O T    T E X T  B Y  C H R I S T I N E  L E N N O N

“It was like a West Coast Grey Gardens,” says Thayer Gowdy, comparing the  

state of the ramshackle house she bought less than two years ago to the famously 

derelict Long Island mansion. What now appears as a whitewashed,  

loftlike oasis with a terraced yard tailor-made for parties was once “pretty much  

a complete teardown.” In other words, a dream come true.

into the 

AT HER RUSTIC-MODERN HOME IN BOLINAS, AN 
HOUR NORTH OF SAN FRANCISCO, PHOTOGRAPHER 

THAYER GOWDY CARVED OUT HER VERY OWN  
SLICE OF PARADISE, ONE WOOD PLANK AT A TIME.
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F O R  Y E A R S ,  Gowdy—a photographer 
who works for brands such as True Botanicals and 
Vera Bradley—had a paint chip palette pinned to her 
refrigerator with bucket-list goals scrawled across 
each shade of white. “One was to sail in Turkey. 
Another was to have a baby. The third was to buy a 
house in Bolinas,” explains the Vermont native and 
longtime Bay Area resident. “I never had the baby, 
but I have the house.” 

Moving to a favorite neighborhood seems a 
lot simpler than giving birth—however, living in 
the well-protected counterculture enclave that is 
Bolinas, a hard-core boho paradise of unpaved roads 
and gentle longboard waves, does require determi-
nation. Gowdy gave up her apartment in Brooklyn, 
leased her house in San Francisco, took a small rental 
nearby (plus some storage units in Sausalito), and 
started a disappointing cycle of what was e≠ectively 
real estate whack-a-mole, making bids on homes 
that would vanish to higher o≠ers. Finally, when she 
happened upon a mess of a property next door to a 
friend’s place, she was intrigued. 

“Seriously, it was so bad that no one wanted it,” 
she recalls. Gowdy got a private loan, then had to 
fix up the property in under nine months to qualify 
for a more traditional home loan. That’s when the 
hard work really began. “This project would have 
felt daunting to most people in terms of a produc-
tion schedule and just getting it done,” she says of 
her ambitious approach to DIY. “But the day I signed 
the papers, the tree removal guys were waiting up the 
street. The real estate agent was like, ‘You’re doing 
this now?’” Gowdy and a friend milled the wood and 
built a fence, a deck, and smaller pieces throughout 
the house. “Everybody I know helped,” she says. 

The resulting space is large enough to accom-
modate guests (to pay back the many favors called 
in) and has a beautifully raw feel, with unfinished 
window frames and oversize rugs from Soufiane 
Zarib, a dealer in Marrakech, scattered around. 
Natural elements, like baskets and wooden pegs 
for storage and a 15-foot-long wooden bench in 

An intrepid maker, Gowdy (above) was hands-on with 
almost everything in the home. She designed the geometric 
stained-glass windows in the living area (previous spread), 
which her father, Joe Arborio, then built in Vermont at their 
joint small craft business, Wilderness Workshop.

Opposite page: Antique Hans Wegner Chair and Ottoman stuffsf.com; 
Fireclay Sink with Washboard $1,299 rejuvenation.com. Previous spread: 
Stained Glass Window designed with Joshua Graae; Hanging Chair 
nosoeawe.com; Vintage Bench stuffsf.com. Contractor throughout: Toby 
Nemec with Nemec Construction.

I N T O  T H E  W I L D I N T O  T H E  W I L D
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The inspiration behind the decor was,  
as Gowdy describes it, “Scandinavian 
simplicity meets Moroccan bazaar.” 
Her brother made the set of folding 
camp-style stools.

This page: Untitled by Magdalena Wosinska 
magdalenawosinska.com; Saarinen Round Dining 
Table from $2,135 dwr.com; Vase by TW Workshop 
shop-generalstore.com. Opposite, from top left:  
Totem Brass Spoon $36 thevoyagershop.com; 
Maple Cake Stand herriottgrace.com; Vintage Table  
and Benches stu≠sf.com; Baskets elsiegreen.com. 

the entry, add to the beach vibes. A hand-me-down 
piano and thrift-store tables mix in with modern 
pieces from Blu Dot, crisp Coyuchi linens, and brass 
hardware for a timeless look. And finishing touches, 
such as a beloved turntable and favorite photos by 
her friends and colleagues—one by Rennie Solis of 
the surfer-director Malloy brothers gathered around 
a fire, another by Magdalena Wosinska of a model 
wearing a bunny mask, high heels, and not much 
else—keep a playful edge that Gowdy is known for 
in her own work. 

Because she also uses the home as an o∞ce and 
photo studio, Gowdy added a few exterior doors and 
created a large, open layout to allow for unfiltered 
natural light. She skipped window treatments in 
most rooms and left art o≠ certain walls to maintain 
a clean white backdrop. The casual indoor-outdoor 
flow, according to the photographer, is so you can 
“come through the back gate, drop your board, 
rinse o≠ your wetsuit, and leave everything outside.” 
Future plans include a deck extension to connect 

I N T O  T H E  W I L D I N T O  T H E  W I L D

FALL 2018 113112 dom i no.c om



thayer gowdy’s rules for home renovations

certain areas. And the terraced garden, which Gowdy 
designed with low-maintenance gravel and built-in 
seating, is already a well-used gathering spot. 

The only detail from the original structure that 
remains is the cast-iron tub, set outside for an open-
air soak. A triangular window cut into the fence o≠ers 
a sliver of a view of the Pacific. It’s an apt metaphor 
for the house in general. Sometimes you just need 
a little bit of vision to see the infinite possibilities. 
That plus a shocking amount of hard work to see it 
through to the end. 

P L AY  U P  C O N T R A S T

“Every house I’ve ever lived in I’ve 
painted the outside black and  
the walls white,” says Gowdy. It’s both 
a nod to her classic New England 
roots and a modern twist. When she  
has the time (and energy), she  
plans to treat each faded shingle with 
tinted linseed oil to make them 
darker. “It’s a passive way of heating 
your home; the black warms things 
up in the winter.” 
 

A S K  F O R  H E L P

“If I hadn’t produced photo shoots  
for the past 20 years, I never 
could have done this,” says Gowdy, 
recognizing that she’s lucky to know  
a host of multitalented builders 
through her line of work. “My friend 
Robert taught me to mill wood and 
did all my steel gates. My friend Curtis 
and I built the kitchen. He also  
makes a great cactus pear brandy!”

G E T  C R E AT I V E

While the original kitchen plans 
included marble countertops, Gowdy’s 
budget determined otherwise:  
“You have to build the wood counters 
before you install marble. I liked  
how it looked, so I just finished with 
three coats of marine varnish”—a 
prime example of her roll-with-the-
punches attitude. She makes mood 
boards, but tries to stay flexible.  
“The fun part about doing a house  
is being organic.”

M A K E  YO U R  OW N  R U L E S

Because the floors of the old house  
were so uneven, Gowdy blew her  
budget having them leveled and didn’t 
have much left over for hardwood.  
“I considered building a kiln so I could 
dry and season the planks myself,” she 
says, laughing. After much deliberation, 
she made a more practical choice: “I 
went onto a builders-supply website and 
bought 4,000 square feet of vinyl plank 
flooring, sight unseen. It wasn’t ideal, 
but I like the way it looks. Since then, I’ve 
had friends copy it.” 

Opposite page: Sturdy Cotton Duck Shower 
Curtain $50 mountainlaurelmercantile.com; 

Waterhouse Wall-Mount Faucet $899, 
Waterhouse Pressure Balance Shower Set 

$1,049, Round Contemporary Showerhead 
$275 rejuvenation.com. 

I N T O  T H E  W I L D I N T O  T H E  W I L D
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No one who knows Gowdy would be surprised by  
her scrappy approach to home renovation—including 
projects like the wooden cabinets in her o≈ce  
that a friend made, adding decorative cutouts rather 
than using expensive hardware.

Custom Credenza by Marcus Guillard onehatonehand.com; 
Cactus Prints, Bed Photograph, Polaroid by Thayer  
Allyson Gowdy thayergowdy.com; Trust Wheel 
thewildernessworkshop.squarespace.com; Rose Print 
amandamarsalis.com. 
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01 Reef Jute Rug from $49 westelm.com 02 Two-Hump Basket by Doug Johnston $85 shop.whitney.org 03 Waterhouse Pressure  

Balance Shower Set $1,049 rejuvenation.com 04 Simple Dresser $8,595 kalonstudios.com 05 Tripolina Camp Stool $235  

the-citizenry.com 06 Birdseye Board $245 herriottgrace.com 07 Flechas Rug by Charlap Hyman & Herrero $820 pattersonflynnmartin.com 

08 Saddle Leather Oval Chair $1,600 garza-marfa.myshopify.com 09 Sand Plates by Hasami from $18 fab-lab.nu
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